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Minutes of Regular Town of Fremont

Meeting

August 16th, 2016
The regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen for the Town of Fremont, NC was held at 6:30 p.m. on August 16th, 2016.  Present were:

W. Darron Flowers, Mayor

Leon Mooring, Alderman

Joyce C. Reid, Alderwoman
Annie Lewis, Alderwoman
Al Lewis, Alderman

Joyce M. Artis, Alderwoman

Also in attendance were Town Administrator Barbara Aycock, Town Clerk Marti Jones, Finance Officer Shameshia Fennell, Deputy Clerk Shannon Daly and Public Works Director Tim Howell.
Absent was W. T. Smith, Mayor Pro Tem

Quorum Present: YES

Call to Order

Mayor Flowers called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Ira Reynolds gave the invocation.  Alderwoman Annie Lewis led all in attendance in the pledge of allegiance.

Minutes and Agenda
Mayor Flowers asked for a motion to approve the agenda as written.  Alderwoman Annie Lewis made a motion to approve the agenda as written.  Alderman Al Lewis seconded the motion.  No discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Flowers asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the July 19th, 2016 Board Meeting.  Alderman Leon Mooring made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 19th, 2016 Board Meeting.  Alderwoman Joyce Artis seconded the motion.  No discussion. Motion passed unanimously. 
  Public Comments
Mayor Flowers opened the meeting for Public Comments
Mr. Isaac Artis of 507 E Lee St. stated he would like to make a couple of comments. One he stated was directed to Tim Howell, Public Works Director.  He states that last meeting he talked about the Rose property on the North side of Town and within 2-3 days the grass was cut and things were taken care of but now the overgrowth needs work, but the grass was cut and looks better. Secondly, he stated he wanted to talk about the trash can issue. He states the 300, 400 and 500 block of South Vance St. sometimes if you meet a car some of the cans are sitting on the edge of the road and you have to go around them.  He also wanted to know if there was anything Tim and the guys could put on the black top to patch the holes in the street. He also stated that at the corner of Aycock St and Norwayne Alumni Way there was a hole and the workers had put some black top in it but it is slowly sinking in again.  He stated he would like to commend Tim and the workers for taking care of some of the issues.
Mayor Flowers asked if we could go out of the Public comments in order to honor a special guest.
Mayor Flowers closed the meeting for Public Comments

Mayor Flowers asked if Mrs. Ethel Mae Elliott and her family would come to the front of the room.  Alderwoman Joyce Reid read Resolution #17 to honor Mrs. Elliott on her 103rd birthday.  The Mayor, Board members and staff congratulated and shook hands with Mrs. Elliott.  Family members of Mrs. Elliott gave their appreciation for recognizing her. 

Mayor Flowers reopened the meeting for Public Comments

Pastor Ira Reynolds stated he wanted to give an update on the house at 411 S Sycamore St.  He has asked the Fire Department to burn the house down and clear the lot.  He is awaiting a call back from the Chief of the Fire Department.
Mayor Flowers closed the meeting for Public Comments
Action Items
2)  Resolution #18 for Suicide Prevention Month.
Motion made per Alderman Leon Mooring to approve Resolution #18 for Suicide Prevention Month.  Alderwoman Annie Lewis seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Mayor Flowers stated he was surprised to see that this was the second leading killer in the United States.  Motion passed unanimously.
3)  Resolution for Water Distribution System
Mrs. Aycock stated these resolutions were to allow us to apply for a Clean Water Grant. She stated we have quite a few meters that need replacing and some other projects we would like to do.  We will submit for the grants at the end of August.  She stated we need to replace around 300 water meters and that will cost about $55,000.

Alderman Mooring stated this was also for fire hydrants to be replaced.

Mayor Flowers stated that the first thing required was to get a resolution passed from the Board authorizing Mrs. Aycock to proceed with the grant from this point on.
Alderwoman Artis asked if this grant had a closing cost.

Mrs. Aycock responded that every grant had a closing cost.

Alderwoman Artis asked if this was the same grant Mr. McAllister was working on.

Mrs. Aycock responded no that was the sewer grant and we have another resolution for the sewer grant and we will be reapplying for that also.

Alderwoman Artis asked when we would know what the closing cost would be.

Mr. Aycock responded the first of the year.  She stated that the savings we would make off of the new meters would pay for the closing cost and then some. She stated the water meters slow down over time and then you lose a lot of money.  Some of the meters we have were put in in 1986.

Alderman Mooring made a motion to approve the Resolution for the Water Distribution System.  Alderman Al Lewis seconded the motion.  No questions or comment.  Motion passed unanimously.
4)  Resolution for Sewer Rehabilitation Collection System

Mayor Flowers stated this Resolution was for the Board to approve the Sewer Rehabilitation Collection System grant from the CDBG.

Alderman Mooring made a motion to approve the Resolution for the Sewer Rehabilitation Collection System Grant.  Alderwoman Annie Lewis seconded the motion.

No questions or comments.  Motion passed unanimously.

5)  Approval from the Board to allow Mrs. Aycock to pursue USDA grant/loan for Police Car

Mayor Flowers stated the Board needed to approve to allow Mrs. Aycock to pursue the USDA grant and a Public Hearing is required.  There will be a Public Hearing Notice on August 29th, 2016 at 6:30 pm for the purpose of applying for the Police Car.
Mrs. Aycock stated this would be a 55% grant and the remainder would come from the closing of the railroad crossings.  She stated the money had to be used for safety and we have a police car now that is out of commission and the cost to fix it is too much.

Alderman Al Lewis made a motion to allow Mrs. Aycock to pursue the USDA grant for a police car.  Alderwoman Annie Lewis seconded the motion.
Alderwoman Artis asked how much would the police car cost?

Mrs. Aycock responded per Chief Moats’ quote around $30,000. This includes new radio equipment.

Alderman Lewis asked if some of the radio equipment from the old car be used.

Mrs. Aycock stated no due to the upgrading of the radio equipment from the county they have to have new radio equipment and the old cars will also have to upgrade the radio systems to at some point. 

Alderwoman Artis asked if the cars would be stationed at the Town Hall or are they allowed to be driven home.

Mrs. Aycock responded that the only car that is allowed to be driven home is the Chief’s.

Alderwoman Artis asked what car would be replaced.
Mrs. Aycock stated the 2008 Crown Victoria.

Alderman Lewis asked if we would try and sale the old car.

Mrs. Aycock stated yes we would try.

Alderwoman Artis asked Mr. Howell from Public Works when the Town’s Auction would be.

Mr. Howell responded he was not sure. He wanted it to take place in June but it didn’t happen but he is going to talk to him soon.

Alderwoman Artis stated she was not in favor of using that money for another police car that she was hoping to use it in another way for traffic safety.

Motion made per Alderman Leon Mooring to allow Mrs. Aycock to pursue the USDA grant for the police car.  Alderwoman Lewis seconded the motion. No questions or discussion.  4 in favor with 1 opposed (Alderwoman Artis).

Information

1)  Discussion per Matthew Drummond with Public Works:  Trash and Recycle Information Sheet

Mayor Flowers stated Information sheets have been prepared per Shannon Daly and have been handed out to all customers and we are going to start enforcing the ordinance.  We wanted to give residents the information in plenty of time.  Mr. Drummond from Public Works is here to give a presentation on the problems.

Mr. Drummond states he works for Public Works driving the garbage truck and also grapple truck.  He states he was talking to Alderwoman Artis a couple of weeks ago and she brought up the problem of the trash cans being left out all the time. Mr. Drummond states the things he would like to see changed are nothing that is not already in the ordinance for the Town.  He wants the ordinances to be followed and enforced.  He gives a slide presentation showing different ways containers are left out and things that are not being followed according to the Town Ordinance.  He states one thing is a trash and recycle container should not be placed together side by side.  They are picked up on different days and should not be out there together.  The cans left out can cause safety hazards.  Trash cans need to be at least 3 feet apart.  This causes problems of one overturning or damaging another can and also causing him to have to get out of the truck to pick up the cans.  Another issue is the lids on the trash cans should be closed and not overfull allowing trash to spill out and rain water to get in the cans because the water will be put in the truck and weighed at the landfill causing expense to the Town.  Mr. Drummond states he will be placing warnings on the cans that are not abiding by the ordinance.  Another issue he states is the cans are turned around the wrong direction allowing trash to fall back in the can after dumping or on the street.  He states he just wants to do his job more efficiently and changing these things would help him a lot.  He stated the grapple truck is being fixed and should be back soon.  He wants the residents to make sure to put limbs and piles by the street not around poles or trees and also not under low hanging limbs or wires.
Mayor Flowers ask how much clearance from a pole or tree do you need?

Mr. Drummond states at least 3 feet for easy assessment.  

He states he found 85 violator’s the first round of checking after picking up trash and recycles on a Thursday afternoon.

Alderwoman Artis asked if the trash can ordinance applied to business’s as well.

Mrs. Aycock stated the ordinance applies to everyone in Town.
Mr. Drummond states trash cans are supposed to be out on Sunday Night and pulled back in Tuesday morning by 8 am.

Mayor Flowers stated we needed to find a way to get the word out to everyone before we start with violations.
Mr. Drummond states he has stickers to place on trash cans and handouts that we are trying to educate the citizens with before we start violations.

Alderwoman Artis stated Mr. Drummond was doing a great job.  Others commended his hard work also.

Mayor Flowers stated the Board and the staff have to agree to support this process.

2) Kaya Industries

Kaya Industries will not be coming to Fremont due to the owner’s health issues.

The building is on the market to be sold.
Reports
Cash Trending
Mrs. Fennell stated it looked like we took a dip in the General Fund but we still have bills coming in and they have to be paid from last year’s funds.  Overall, she stated we still came out over $8,000 more.
Electrical

Looks great and the next billing should show increases in the revenues.

Mayor Flowers stated we had an unusual amount of rain and how has that affected us?

Mrs. Aycock stated that our bill to Goldsboro was less than $3,000 and should be around $13,000 this month. She asked Mr. Howell to inform the Board about the line at Eureka.

Mr. Howell stated one pump is down in Eureka due to a suction line and it has to be replaced.  

Mayor Flowers stated it would be nice to have some average amounts of rainfall to see what improvements we have done.

Mrs. Aycock stated they found a manhole by the Norwayne Lift Station that water was running into heavily.  It has been fixed.
Tim Howell, Public Works

Mr. Howell presented a slide show on updates.  204 S Aycock Street the bushes were replaced. Water leak at Bentwood Trailer Park was found and fixed and also at the Assisted Living in Pikeville.
Mrs. Aycock asked how many gallons were leaked out and Mr. Howell stated he did not know exact amount but it was a lot.  

Mayor Flowers asked was that water or sewer?

Mr. Howell stated it was sewer. 

Mayor Flowers asked how far our water line went to Pikeville.

Mr. Howell stated it went all the way to Helena Chemical. 

Mr. Howell stated the power outage last week was due to a bad insulator and there is no way to tell if it goes bad or not until something happens and then you have to find it. 
No questions or comments.

Alderwoman Lewis stated if there were no further discussion she would make a motion to adjourn. Alderwoman Reid seconded the motion. No discussion. Motion passed unanimously.

______________________________

W. Darron Flowers, Mayor
______________________________

Martha A. Jones Town Clerk
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